
Lesson:  Skulls and Saddles


Grade Level:  Beginning Art


# of Classes:  10

Objectives:  

1.  Students will be able to create a still life drawing that depicts Space through using a Full Range of Value. S1, C3, PO 201, “Identify, select and use elements and principles of design to organize the composition in his or her own artwork”
2.  Students will be able to create the illusion of a variety of textures using pencil and/or charcoal drawing techniques. S1, C2, PO 202, “Demonstrate a purposeful use of materials, tools and techniques in his or her own artwork”.
3. Students will participate in a discussion concerning the historic traditions of using skulls in the still life setting.  S2, C1, PO 202, “Discuss how artworks are used to communicate different stories, ideas and emotions.”

4. Students will participate in an informal critique concerning the effectiveness of the artwork of their fellow students. S2, C5, PO 102, “Demonstrate respect while responding to others’ artwork”.
Introduction:


In this lesson, the students will be combining all of the different aspects (Placement, Proportion, Perspective, Full Range of Values, Local Value, Textural Value) of still life drawings into a more elaborate composition using the “Rules of Thirds.” This still life will consist of a variety of different objects that have been traditionally used in still life drawings/paintings (primarily saddles and animal skulls).  The instructor will show the students a series examples of artwork done featuring animal skulls.  

Homework:


There is no homework for this assignment. 

Instruction:

1.  The students will begin by mapping out the general size and lay out of their composition.  In this step the students should figure out how much of the still life is going to be included in the drawing.  The students should take care to fit as much of the still life into the drawing as they can, and they should be sure to lightly draw these elements in (preferably with a 4h or 2h pencil).
2. Next the student will start drawing in the closest object to them in the picture.  The students should pay particular attention to the contour lines of these objects in order to get the rough outline of the object in.  This is NOT the time to go in and add fine details or shading!
3.  Once the first object is drawn in, the students should move to the next object behind the first.  the students should pay particular attention to their use of overlapping and the proportional relationships of each object.  The students should also be sure to pay attention to where these objects contour lines intersect in order to create a drawing that adequately reflects the scene that they are looking at. 
4.  Repeat step 3 until all of the objects are drawn.
5.  Next the students should draw the contour lines of any platforms/surfaces that the objects are sitting on.  This will help to put the objects in a space, instead of making the objects seem they are floating in a void.  In some instances, the students will have to conduct this step between step 4 and 5, and this is acceptable.
6.  Once all of the basic drawings of the objects are placed in the drawings, the students will then go in and begin putting in details on the objects.  This will include textures, patterns and local values.
7.  Once the details are put on the objects, the students will then go in and start adding true value to their objects.  This would include cast shadows, core shadows and highlights.  The students should take particular care in this step to ensure that they are using both flat values and gradient values in the appropriate places on their drawn objects.  They should also take care to render their objects in a neat manner so that there are not overly visible lines in their shading. 
8.  Once the objects are fully rendered, the students will use a charcoal to shade the negative space of the background in black.  This will help to create contrast in their picture. 
9.  Next, the students will use their art erasure to go in and clean up any accidental smudges that may have been placed in their highlight areas.  They should also go in and crisp up any edges that have appear jagged due to careless shading. 
10.  Once the drawing is cleaned up, the students will spray it with fixative to prevent any further smudging. 
Evaluation:

The students will be evaluated upon their ability to create a drawing using the elements of Space and Value, their ability to add fine details to their drawings, and their use of the rule of thirds. 

	Objectives
	Does Not Meet Objectives
	Partially Meets Objectives
	Meets      Objectives

	 Students will be able to create a still life drawing that depicts Space through using a Full Range of Value
	Student does not complete a still life drawing using Space and a Full Range of Value. 
	Student creates a drawing which mostly uses space and value, but the there are elements of one/both that are off or carelessly created.
	Student successfully completes a drawing that is neatly constructed using elements of visual Space (placement, proportion, perspective) and a Full Range of Values. 

	Students will be able to create the illusion of a variety of textures using pencil and/or charcoal drawing techniques
	Student does not use texture, pattern or local value in their still life drawing. 
	Student completes the drawing, but their use of texture, pattern and local value is carelessly completed. 
	Student successfully completes a drawing that uses texture, pattern, and local values. 

	Students creates a drawing using the rules of thirds as a tool for composition.
	Student creates a drawing in which the focal point is dead set in the center of the page. Rules of thirds not used.
	Student s plan and implements a drawing that uses the rule of thirds, but there are elements of the drawing that do not completely follow this compositional rule. 
	Student successfully plans and implements a drawing that uses the rule of thirds as a compositional tool.



